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INTERVIEW SUMMARY 
TAB #SH 1110967 


Thesummary of this incident is based upon the documents in this file and verbal information 
relayed to Internal Affairs Investigators and Homicide Investigators by department personnel and 
witnesses. 


Lieutenant Dennis Bums, Sergeants ArtLucas, Ron Orantes and Michael Pippin of the Internal 
Affairs Bureau were notified on July 27, 1997, that on-duty deputy personnel assigned to Temple 
Station had been involved in ashooting. Upon responding tof Cinnamon Lane, Duarte, they 
learned the Deputies John Donaldson i, Patrick Bohnert “J and Burton Brink 
_ were involved in an incident in which Suspect Michael Lambert barricaded himself 
along with threesmall children and armed himself with a knife. Deputies attempted to reason with 
Suspect Lambert in an attemptto free the children, however, Lambert acted very irrationally. 
Lambert refused their requests, so deputies attempted to rescue the children while the suspect 
was in another part of the condominium. During the attempt to rescue the children, Lambert 
charged one of the deputies as he (deputy) was entering the location through a window. The 
suspect raised the knife above his head, as he neared the deputy, at which time the suspect was 
shotand died at the location. All three children were removed from the residence and did not 
suffer any injury other than what the suspect had inflicted. 


Deputy Burton Brink was interviewed by Sergeants James Sears and Dan Gayhart of Homicide 
Bureau on July 28, 1997, at 0734 hours. The interview was tape recorded. 


Deputy Brink stated the following: He responded tof Cinnamon Lane after hearing a 
request for assistance regarding a domestic violence call wherein the suspect had barricaded 
himself. Brink arrived at the location at the same time Deputy Donaldson arrived. Brink along 
with Donaldson were instructed by Sergeant Austin to go to the north side of the residence to 
assist Deputy Bohnert, who was there alone. 


As Brink was walking up the back stairs, he could hear Bohnert talking to the suspect. Bohnert 
was telling the suspect to calm down and drop his knife. Bohnertasked Lambert to come outof 
the residenceso they could talk to him. Brink was able to see a silhouette of the suspect near the 
door and could see a knife in his hand. Brink was able to see one of the children through the 
louvered mini blinds that covered the window. 


The suspect told the deputies to leave, so he could talk to his During this time, Bohnert 
continued to talk to the suspect in an attempt to get him to either come outside or allow the 
children to leave. While attempting to resolve this incident, the suspect’ s mood swings changed 
from being hostile to crying. He also made statements that he was not going back to prison and 
even threatened to kill the deputies or have one of them (deputies) kill him. 
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As the deputies stood on the balcony, they were able to hear the children ask for their mother 
through an open window. Brink again asked thesuspectto just let the children go, however, the 
suspect refused his request. This request was made many times, however, he failed to comply. 
As they attempted to reason with the suspect, he shouted profanities as he walked back and forth 
between the bedroom, on the north side of the condominium, and the living room/kitchen area, on 
the south side of the location. Brink stated at one point, he was able to see the suspect, wildly 
swinging the knife, which was in his righthand. Heswungitas ifhe was chopping something. 
Brink described the suspect’s knife as being approximately one foot in length. 


Brink stated that during the timethey attempted to reason with the suspect, they (deputies) talked 
about prior incidents where the estranged spouse either injured or killed the children in order to 
get back at their spouse. The children’s safety now had become a great concern of theirs. 


During one of the times the suspect was on the north side of the residence, Lambert reached for 
the door as if he was going to exit. Lambert did not, butinstead walked away. Donaldson at this 
point, suggested cutting the window screen in order to rescue the children. Brink stood nextto 
the east facing door, as he looked through the north facing window, to the left of Donaldson. 
Brink was ableto look down thehallway towards the livingroom/kitchen area, where the suspect 
had walked to. Brink said as the screen was being removed, he was able to see the suspect stop 
and turn around. The suspect began to walk back towards the north bedroom, where the 
children were huddled in the north/west comer. Brink looked back and saw Donaldson entering 
the location through the east facing bedroom window. Brink warned Donaldson thatthe suspect 
was enrouteback. Brink described the suspect’s walk as “determined.” Donaldson attempted 
to exit back out the window, however, before he was able to completely exit, Lambert walked 
within 3-5 feet of Donaldson, as he raised his knife. 


Brink said he believed Donaldson fired the first shot. Atthis point, the suspect was walking past 
the door which leads to the north bedroom and hallway area. Brink said although the door was 
covered with a mini louvered blind, he was able to see the silhouette of the suspect and all of his 
actions. Brink said he fired one shot through one of the window panes of the french style door. 
The suspect continued past the door, as the additional shots were being fired. 


Once the shooting stopped, Brink kicked in the back door not knowing where the suspect had 
gone and not sure if he had been hit. He did this in order to ensure the safety of the children. 
Once the door opened, he was able to see that the suspect was lying on the floor holding the 
knife in his right hand. Brink saw thetwo small children huddled on the lower bunk, while the 
older child was on the upper bunk. Brink grabbed the two small children as he told the older 
child tofollowhim. Brink took the children downstairs and gave them to an awaiting deputy. 
Brink returned to the back balcony. 


IABNote: _A totalof fourteen shots were fired by the three deputies, eight of which 
struck the suspect. 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY 
IAB SH #1110967 


Deputy John Donaldson was interviewed by Sergeants James Sears and Dan Gayhart of 
Homicide Bureau on July 28, 1997 at 0621 hours. The interview was tape recorded. 


Deputy Donaldson stated the following: He said he responded to a Cinnamon Lane 
after hearing a deputy requesting two units assistance regarding a SE] assault call. Upon his 
arrival, he was directed to the back of the location by Sergeant Austin, field supervisor, to assist 
Deputy Bohnert, who was alone. 


Donaldson and Deputy Brink arrived at the same time and could hear Bohnert talking to 
Lambert. As they listened, Donaldson was able to see the suspect peering out through a 
window which was covered with a mini blind. Donaldson said during this time, Bohnert was 
attempting to convince the suspect to open the blinds so that they could have an unobstructed 
view of him. Bohnert also had requested the suspect to put the knife down and let the children 
go. As Bohnert spoke to Lambert, Donaldson said he heard Lambert scream at them stating 
he would kill them (deputies). Donaldson said the suspect paced back and forth in frontof the 
door. Donaldson said he was able to see a sillouhette of the suspect through the partially 
closed blind. Donaldson said each of them took turns in an attempt to reason with the suspect 
to either release the children or exit the location. 


Donaldson said during this time, the suspect had mood swings which included screaming 
obscenities atthem, displaying a very angry attitude, crying and asking them to kill him. During 
the suspect’s tirade, they were able to hear the children inside crying as they grew increasingly 
hysterical. 


Occasionally, the suspect would leave the rear of the condominium and walk out to the 
livingroom area, where there were additional deputies. During the suspect’s absence, 
Donaldson said they attempted to get one of the children to open the door, however, they were 
unsuccessful. Donaldson said because of the suspect’ s irrational behavior, coupled with the 
fact he was armed, they felt the children were in danger. During one of the times the suspect 
walked to the south side of the condominium, Donaldson noted that one of the windows was 
open, but it was covered with a screen. Donaldson asked Bohnert to use his knife to cut the 
screen. Donaldson felt that if he could get the screen off, he may be able to reach in and 
remove the children. 


Donaldson said once the screen had been removed, he placed his right leg through the open 
window and pushed aside the blinds. He said he was able to see the three children on a bed 
which was to his right. As Donaldson straddied the window frame, Brink warned him that 
Lambert was enroute back to the north side of the location. Donaldson said he tried to retreat 
out of the window, but before he was able to completely exit the window, the suspect walked 
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within approximately two feet of him. Donaldson said the suspect looked directly at him and 
raised the knife, which was in his right hand, to approximately eye level. Donaldson believed 
Lambert intended to stab him. Because he was unable to fully exit the window, he fired two 
shots and an additional three shots as he continued to retreat out of the window. 
Simultaneously, Brink and Bohnert fired their weapons as well. Donaldson stated just prior to 
the shooting, he did not order the suspect to do anything, such as drop the knife. Donaldson 
did not believe he had time to make any demands of the suspect. 


Once the suspect fell to the ground, Donaldson and Brink managed to kick open the rear door. 
Bohnert entered the location and responded to the front and notified the assisting units they had 
been involved in a shooting. Donaldson removed the knife from the suspect’s hand, while Brink 
grabbed the children and removed them from the residence. 


INTERVIEW SUMMARY 
TAB #SH 1110967 


Deputy Patrick Bohnert was interviewed by Sergeants James Sears and Dan Gayhart of 
Homicide Bureau on July 28, 1997 at 0532 hours. The interview was tape recorded. 


Deputy Bohnert stated the following: He said he received a radio call regarding a 
assault at Cinnamon Lane, Duarte. Upon his arrival, he met the victim 

in the courtyard, near her residence. At that time, she was crying and appeared 
to be hysterical. Bohnert said he recognized her from a prior call he had handled involving 
her and the suspect, approximately one year prior. The previous incident was a E] 
assault as well. Bohnert recalled that in the prior incident, the suspect used the back stair 
way to flee, upon his arrival. Bohnert had Deputy Dexter, an assisting unit, go to the front 
of the location, as Bohnert took a position at the back of the condominium. 


Bohnert stated as he looked around the corner of the balcony, he was able to see two 
windows and a french style door. He said he saw the suspect closing the window to the 
left of the door, at which time the suspect yelled something to the effect of “get the fuck 
out of here” or “what do you want.” Bohnert noticed that the suspect was holding a 
butcher knife in his left hand. Bohnert was able to see the suspect leave the room and 
walk out towards the front of the location. Bohnert told Dexter, via his radio, the suspect 
was agitated and he had a knife. 


At this point, Dexter requested a field supervisor (Sergeant Dave Austin) along with 
additional units. Bohnert said they requested a sergeant because the suspect was armed 
and the sergeant could provide them with other alternative type weapons if they were 
needed. Bohnert said he could not see the children at this point, although, he could clearly 
hear them screaming. Bohnert said based on the tone of their cries, it was obvious to him 
that the children were terrified 


Bohnert said he was able to see the suspect walk back towards the back of the residence, 
at which time, he tried to convince the suspect to give up and release the children. 
Bohnert said during the time he was trying to talk to the suspect, he described the 
suspect’s mood swings in three distinct stages. One being very hostile, where he would 
tell them to get the “fuck out of here” and he also made statements such as “why don’t 
you kill me.” During the second stage, he would cry and beg to see his [E] The third 
mood change he saw Lambert take on was one where he would almost laugh about the 
situation. Bohnert stated during his conversations with Lambert, he also made references 
to not wanting to go back to “prison.” Lambert said he knew if he gave up, he would go 
to jail. It was obvious this was a big concern of his. 


At one point, the suspect seemed to be very calm and said he would come out as Bohnert 
had requested. The suspect then opened the blinds to the window and stated he had put 
the knife down. Bohnert was able to see that the suspect was still holding the knife in his 


right hand up along the inside of his forearm as if he was trying to conceal it. The suspect 
later closed the blind again. 


Bohnert stated at about this time, Deputies Brink and Donaldson arrived to assist him. 
Bohnert said both Brink and Donaldson talked to Lambert in an attempt to get him to give 
up as well. Bohnert said during the time they were dealing with the suspect, he only heard 
one of the children in the back bedroom. Bohnert said at one point, one of the children 
lifted up the window blind and looked out. Bohnert said he later heard the other two 
children run from the front of the location to the back bedroom. At the time the children 
ran from the front of the residence to the back, the suspect was somewhere in the front of 
the residence. The two children were screaming hysterically asking for their mother. 


Bohnert said he was able to see the silhouette of the suspect through the blinds, as he 
(suspect) returned to the front of the residence. Bohnert said his concern at that point was 
to get the children out of the residence. Bohnert took his knife and cut the screen of the 
north window. Bohnert said the window was open but the blinds were closed. Donaldson 
removed the screen as Bohnert was standing to the right of Donaldson. Donaldson placed 
his leg in through the open window, while Brink looked in through the other window in 
order to monitor the suspect’s activities. Brink warned Donaldson that the suspect was 
enroute back. Bohnert was able to look in through the open window because he was 
taller than Donaldson and had a clear view of Lambert as he (suspect) walked towards 
Donaldson. Bohnert described the suspect’s walk as being deliberate, as he yelled 
something (NFD). Bohnert said the suspect raised the knife to a point just above his head. 
Bohnert said he believed the suspect was going to stab Donaldson. Bohnert said just prior 
to the shooting, he again told Lambert to drop the knife. Lambert ignored his order. 


Bohnert estimated the distance between Lambert and Donaldson at the time of the 
shooting to be approximately three feet. Bohnert was not sure who fired the first shot, but 
said it appeared they fired simultaneously. After the shooting, Brink and Donaldson 
kicked in the back door. Donaldson went to the suspect, as Brink grabbed the two small 
children off of the lower bunk bed. The third child was sitting on the upper bunk bed. 
Bohnert said he went to the livingroom area, as he advised his assisting units they had just 
been involved in a shooting. 


Bohnert said based on where the children were sitting, north west corner of the room, and 
the direction they were firing, the children were not in the line of fire. Bohnert said after 
the shooting, he learned he fired eight rounds. 


IAB Note: During this incident, a notification was made to SEB for a crisis negotiation 
team (CNT) at 2015 hours. The request was canceled at 2018 hours, and at 2022 hours, 
Ricardo Esquibel, watch sergeant, advised SEB that the incident had been resolved. 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY 
IAB #SH 1110967 


Sergeant David Austin was interviewed by Sergeant Dan Gayhart of Homicide Bureau and 
Sergeant Art Lucas of Internal Affairs Bureau on July 31, 1997, at 1020 hours. The 
interview was conducted at Temple Sheriff's Station and was tape recorded. 


Sergeant Austin stated the following: Austin said he responded to i | Cinnamon Lane, 
from the Duarte Substation when he heard the call dispatched. Enroute to the location, he 
heard one of the deputies request a supervisor to respond code three to the location. 
Upon his arrival, he saw Deputy Dexter at the front of the location, while Bohnert was at 
the back of the location. While Austin was near the front of the location, he saw the 
suspect close the front window and close the blinds, so they could no longer see inside 
Dexter told him that prior to his (Austin) arrival, the suspect had told them to leave 
otherwise he (suspect) would kill them. It was at this point, Dexter decided to request a 
supervisor along with additional units. 


Austin said he responded back to his vehicle and obtained the cell phone along with the 
shield, because he knew Dexter only had concealment. Austin then contacted the victim 
out in the front of the location. The victim told Austin what had transpired prior to the 
arrival of the first deputy. During their conversation, Austin detected a sense of urgency 
on the part of the victim and noted some of injuries, bite marks. Austin directed one of 
the assisting units, to contact a resident and draw a diagram of the interior of the location. 
During this time, Austin also obtained the phone number of the location so they could 
contact Lambert when it became necessary 


As Austin was talking to a male, who he thought was the complex manager, he heard 
approximately ten to fifteen rounds being fired. He said the shots were all fired in rapid 
succession. At first, Austin thought it may have been the suspect killing the children. It 
was not until he heard Bohnert on the radio, that he realized it was the deputies who had 
fired the shots. 


Austin said he was not able to hear any of the conversation between Lambert and the 
deputies at the rear of the location. Although, during one of the radio transmissions by 
one of the deputies, at the back, he heard the sound of one or more of the children 
screaming. 


Austin said he was unaware the deputies at the rear of the location were in the process of 
making an entry. Austin estimated he had been at the location approximately three 
minutes, but actually, according to the audio tapes, he had been at the location 
approximately nine minutes. 


INTERVIEW SUMMARY 
IAB #SH 1110967 


Deputy James Dexter #{§J was interviewed by Deputy Delores Parales, Homicide 
Bureau, and Sergeant Art Lucas, Internal Affairs Bureau, on July 28, 1997, at 0505 hours. 
The interview was tape recorded. 


Deputy Dexter stated the following: He said he was 

E. when they received a domestic violence call. They responded to the location in 
tandem. As they arrived they were directed to the back of the complex, where he initially 
spoke to the victim. S explained to him that she had been involved a struggle with 
her MJ Dexter said it was obvious she had been assaulted, based upon the bite 
marks he saw. She also explained that her three children were still inside the location. 


Dexter went to the front of the location as Bohnert went to the back. As Dexter walked 
to the front of the condominium, he could hear yelling and children crying coming from 
inside. He knocked on the front door and announced “Sheriff's Department.” Dexter said 
he then heard the sound of someone either putting the locks on or taking them off of the 
door. He said he could not see who was at the front door at that point. He then heard an 
older male voice say, “I’ve got a weapon, I'll kill you.” Dexter backed away from the 
front door and took up cover behind one of the other front doors leading to one of the 
other units. Dexter then requested a field supervisor. 


Once additional units arrived, he directed one of them to obtain a diagram of the interior 
of the location, while Sergeant Austin brought the ballistic shield to him. Deputy Harris 
later brought him a diagram of the location at which time they began to discuss their 
options. They talked about making a phone call into the location because he knew Austin. 
had obtained the phone number. They also talked about the option of requesting SEB 
(Special Enforcement Bureau). It was during this planning stage, they heard the sound of 
gunshots being fired. 


During this incident, Dexter described Lambert as being “highly agitated.” 


INTERVIEW SUMMARY 
IAB SH #1110967 


Deputy Tom Harris was interviewed by Deputies Bobby Taylor, Delores Parales of 
Homicide Bureau and Sergeant Ron Orantes of Internal Affairs Bureau on July 27, 1997, 
at 2343 hours. The interview was conducted at i | Cinnamon Lane and was tape 
recorded. 


Deputy Tom Harris stated the following: Harris said upon his arrival, he assisted 
Deputy Dexter who was providing containment at the front of the location. During the 
time he was at the front door, he could hear the children inside screaming for their mother. 
While trying to get the suspect to surrender, he heard several shots fired. He was then 
informed that the suspect was down. The children were taken by Deputy Soto to their 
mother, who was waiting at a friend’s residence within the condominium complex. 


INTERVIEW SUMMARY 


IAB #SH 1110967 


E Cinnamon Lane, 


Duarte, 91010, 


Witness J was interviewed by Sergeants James Sears, Dan Gayhart of Homicide 
Bureau and Art Lucas of the Internal Affairs Bureau, on July 28, 1997, 0113 hours, at 
Temple Sheriff's Station, Also present during the interview was Gary Russell, who was a 
volunteer clergy member. It was at the request of zz that he be allowed to be 
present. The interview was tape recorded. 


Witness stated the following: At the time of this incident, 
Suspect Michael Lambert. said 
|, but During , Lambert had 


been living at his parents’ residence 


said Lambert had come to her residence to help her put together a bed for one of 
the children. The children’s ages range from one, five and six years old. Lambert had 
come to the residence in the moming to see |, who is the youngest of the 
three. The other two children are left the 
residence briefly in order to purchase a bed for their ). Upon returning, 
HE asked Lambert if he would help her put the bed together. Lambert agreed but 
prior to putting the bed together, he left to return to his parents’ residence in order to get 
some tools. Upon returning to the location, he returned with some beer. 
became upset over the fact he brought beer to her residence because she did not want him 
drinking. (J said Lambert takes a psych medication called Paxil, in order to treat 
his Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD). [J said because of Lambert’s mental 
disorder, he has a tendency to become very violent. IJ said when the medication is 
combined with alcohol, it has a tendency to intensify his violent temper 


IAB Note: The toxicology report revealed that Lambert had a blood alcohol 
level of 0.22 and contained a drug called Paroxetine at a level of 0.99UG/ML. 
Paroxetine is the generic name for Paxil. 


HER said that after taking down [Ps crib, she carried it out to the garage. Upon 
her return, she found him smoking a cigarette and drinking beer while on the telephone. 
HE asked him not to drink and asked to use the telephone. Lambert told (J 
she could not use the phone. [I then told him that she no longer wanted him there 
and told him to leave. Lambert became upset and told her, he was not going to leave. 
Lambert then slammed the phone down, as he began to attack her. JJ said Lambert 
began attacking her as he struck her with both of his fists. During this assault, I 


lost her balance and fell on top of her one year old son. began to cry as the other 
two children asked Lambert not to hurt their mother. instructed the children to 
leave in order to get help, however they remained. 


During this attack, Lambert became verbally abusive towards the children, as he told them 
he was going to kill their mother. He also called the children “spics” and “bastards.” 
Lambert continued his attack against SA. as he struck her with his hands and also bit 
her numerous times. [J fearing that Lambert may carry out his threat to kill her, 
began to kick him. After kicking him a number of times, she managed to free herself, as 
he fell to the ground. She exited the condominium, however, she was unable to rescue her 
children. said as she exited her residence, she saw Lambert striking her six year 
old son ) with his (Lambert) hand. She last saw her son cowering in the 
corner of the condominium, as he was being struck. During this attack, Lambert made 
statements to the children that he was going to kill them as well. 


HE then went to a neighbor's residence and requested that they call the Sheriff s 
Department. [EJ told one of the neighbors that her [J had the three children in 
her residence and he was very violent. After the deputies had initially arrived, Lambert 
exited the residence and requested her to come back to the residence. She refused but 
requested that he allow the children to leave. Lambert told her no, at which point, he 
entered the condominium again. [MJ said she did not relay all the details of the 
assault initially to the deputies, but did request that they rescue her children. 

said the deputies were initially given an account of the assault by a friend ) 
because EJ was too distraught 


i e] said she remained at her friend’s residence during the time the deputies were 
attempting to resolve the problem at her residence. [II said as she waited with her 
neighbor, she heard what she believed to be the sound of gunshots. Having heard what 
she believed to be three gunshots and knowing her children were not with her, this caused 
her great concern for their safety. [BNI said she did not witness this incident nor 
could she hear what was being said by the deputies or Lambert. [J said she could 
occasionally hear what was being said over the radio of one of the deputies. 


HE said that this was one of his most violent outbursts she had seen by Lambert. 
She said there had been prior incidents of domestic violence, 

. On October 1, 1996, Lambert assaulted her and 
blackened her eye. This incident was not reported to the Sheriff’s Department. 


HE said that on July 26, 1997, the day of Ps birthday, Lambert brought a knife 
to her residence and stated he was either going to kill himself or have her kill him. 

told him to give her the knife which he did. She placed the knife on top of her 
dresser in her bedroom. [EJ said there was a second knife in the residence which she 
keeps in the kitchen in an upper cabinet that Lambert had given to her to cut meat. 
HE sid Lambert knew where the second knife was kept. 


wa Nee 


TAB Note: za said Lambert had talked about committing suicide on 
numerous occasions, even to the point of cutting his wrists. [IRIN said on the 
evening of this incident, Lambert had told her that he wished that someone would 
kill him. It was her opinion that Lambert was depressed over his recent break up 
with a female, who he had been dating. 


HER said it was her belief that Lambert attacked her because she did not listen to him 
and do what he wanted. She also said Lambert had been abusive to his two J 
and (J as well. She said this type of behavior has been an on going problem for 
him since he was a young child. 


HE sustained some bruises as a result of being struck and bit. After the deputies 
brought her children to her, she noticed that I. her five year old son, had some 
reddening to the skin around his neck. When she asked him what happened, he indicated 
to her that Lambert had choked him. 


INTERVIEW SUMMARY 


IAB #SH 1110966 


Witness (EE was interviewed by Deputies Bobby Taylor and Delores Parales of 
Homicide Bureau and Sergeant Art Lucas of the Internal Affairs Bureau at Temple 
Sheriff's Station on July 29, 1997, at 1715 hours. This interview was tape recorded. 


Witness SEE stated the following: She said she was in her garage, when she 
heard some children crying saying “no, stop, stop.” She then heard a female’s voice, who 
she believed was EE. shout “Michael, I don’t want you. Stay out, just leave 
me alone, Leave my kids alone.” She then heard a thumping and a slapping sound. These 
sounds were followed by the children screaming. shouted up to the 
condominium asking J if she wanted her to call 911 did not receive 
a response, so she elected to call the Sheriff's Station via 911. 


After calling for help, came out of the condominium stating “my babies, my 

babies are inside.” saw that J had bite marks on her and it was 

obvious, based upon her 1) appearance, that she had been involved in a struggle. 
attempted to calm down as they awaited the arrival of the deputies. 

At one point, Lambert came out of the condominium in an attempt to persuade 

to return to the residence started to return but [I stopped her. 

During this time, did not see Lambert with a weapon but said based upon his 


appearance, she believed he had been drinking alcohol. 


said once the deputies arrived, she directed them to [J condominium, 
She said she heard the deputies tell Lambert they wanted to talk to him. During the time 
the deputies were there, she recalls hearing over one of the deputies radios that a “tactical 
team” had been called. She also saw a shield go up to the front of the condominium. Her 
father provided a diagram (iii condominium to the deputies. 


As she waited outside in the courtyard, she continued to hear the children screaming. 
Within a few minutes of the shield going upstairs, she heard three initial gunshots. An 
additional six or seven shots followed, after a very short pause. Within a short period of 
time after the shooting, the children were brought to them by one of the deputies. She 
saw that J bad a red mark on his neck, which she described as being a straight 
line, approximately four inches in length and was very pronounced. 


IAB Note: On QR) an article appeared in the L.A. Times where 
HER ie a statement about how deputies should have given Lambert more time 
to surrender. During our interview with SE. she said members of the media had 
hounded her for a statement the day following the shooting. One of the reporters, made a 
comment to her that this was third shooting incident within a month, where deputies shot 
someone who possessed a knife. Because of this information, she felt things possibly 
could have been handled differently. 


INTERVIEW SUMMARY 


TAB #SH 1110967 


Witness [J was interviewed on July 28, 1997, at 0420 hours at Temple Station by 
Homicide Investigator Robert Taylor and Internal Affairs Investigator Sergeant Michael 
Pippin, the interview was tape recorded 


Witness IM stated the following: He said he was walking past the location on the 
street north of the condominium (Newington Ave.). As he walked past, he could hear the 
sound of a small child crying. He said based on the tone of the crying, he believed the 
child was “scared to death.” As he stood there, he also heard, who he believed to be the 
deputies, asking “Michael or Mike” to “put the knife down.” [J said he heard the 
deputies ask the suspect to put the knife down approximate seven or eight times. J 
also stated he heard the deputies express their concern for the safety of the children 
f | stated he heard a voice he believed to be the suspect, reply to the deputies “go 
ahead, go ahead.” {MJ said he did not know what the suspect meant by his statement, 
but it was followed by one of the deputies telling the suspect that he too had (ij. SEE 
said he believed the deputies may have known the suspect, based on the way they were 
talking to him. [J said what really stood out was their request to the suspect to put 
down the knife. He said the deputies continually asked him to put the knife down as they 
tried to reason with him. 


HEE said initially, he was on the north side of the street and then walked to the south 
side in order to get closer to the location. He said his view of the incident was partially 
blocked by the trees that line the street. He said he did not have a clear and full view of 
the deputies from where he was standing. 


He said when he crossed the street, he briefly spoke to a male hispanic, (NFD) who left 
and returned to the north side of the street, where he returned to work on his truck. He 
said he was able to only see the deputies from the waist down. He said he believed there 
was three deputies on the balcony during the incident. [J said as he stood there, 
listening to the conversation between the deputies and the suspect, he decided to cross 
back to the north side of Newington Ave. It was at time, he heard what he believed to be 
a screen being removed. Once the screen had been removed, he believed he heard the 
sound of a door being kicked and then the sound of shots being fired. He said when he 
heard the first shot, he got down on the ground until the shooting stopped. He estimated 
approximately nine shots were fired. [MJ stated all of the shots were fired in close 


v w 


succession. {Mj said during the time he was on the ground, he did not witness anything 
else until he saw the three children being escorted from the location. 


INTERVIEW SUMMARY 


IAB #S8H1110967 


Witness QJ was interviewed by Deputy Delores Parales, Homicide Bureau, and 
Sergeant Art Lucas, Internal Affairs Bureau, on July 28, 1997, at 0420 hours, at Temple 
Sheriffs Station. The interview was tape recorded. 


Witness J stated the following: He stated he had seen deputies responding to 
the location and out of curiosity, he drove down the street north of the location 
(Newington Ave) to see what was going on. He said he parked his car, which contained 
his girlftiend QS) approximately four or five 
houses to the east of the location, on the north side of the street. He said his girlfriend did 
not witness the incident. 


He said he walked down to where he was able to see the deputies on a 

balcony as he stood on the north side of the street. He said he had a clear and 
unobstructed view of the deputies, as they stood on the balcony. He said there were no 
exterior lights on and the only illumination was the deputies flashlights. 


He said he was there approximately five minutes prior to hearing the gunshots. During 
this time, he heard the deputies trying to calm the suspect down and reason with him. He 
said he heard the deputies ask the suspect three or four times to put down his knife. He 
also heard them ask the suspect to release the children. During this time, he also heard 
who he believed was the suspect, tell the deputies to back away. He heard the deputies 
explain to the suspect that they too had a and an i. as they attempted to 
reason with him. i said he was not able to hear the children crying until they came 
out of the residence. 


He said he was not present during the entire incident, because he had returned to his car 
and then walked back to the same location he first watched the deputies from. He said 
while at his car, he could not hear or see what was taking place. 


said as he returned back from his car, he heard approximately nine gunshots 
being fired. He said he immediately ducked down behind a truck and did not witness the 
shooting, but only heard the shots being fired. Once the shooting stopped, he saw the 
deputies kick in the back door and exit with the children who were crying. 


INTERVIEW SUMMARY 


IAB #SH 1110967 


HE is one of Lambert’s [J who was interviewed on the telephone by Sergeant 
Dan Gayhart, Homicide Bureau, and Sergeant Art Lucas, Internal Affairs Bureau. The 
telephone conversation was taped recorded on July 30, 1997 


Witness ated the following: She said she [J Lambert in 


She said she decided to call Homicide Bureau after reading 
an article in the L.A. Times which gave an account of the shooting. In this article a 
neighbor made a statement believing that the police should have allowed him more time to 
resolve this incident. Because of this statement, she felt a need to contact Homicide 
Bureau in order to provide some additional information. 


HEE described Lambert as being a “scary sucker.” She said during (EE. she 
had seen Lambert become violent although he never attacked her. She confirmed that 
Lambert took prescribed medication for psychological problems. She described him as 
having a very poor outlook on life and very insecure. She said that when she decided to 
HE. be became very upset to the point he pleaded her not to On one 
occasion, he took a lit cigarette and put it out on his arm in an attempt to show her how 
upset he was because she was planning to J 


said Lambert did not appear to have a drinking problem, but towards the end of 
their |, he would drink on the weekends and get drunk. During his drinking 
binges, his attitude would be determined by what was going on in his life at that time. If it 
was something that effected him negatively, then his attitude would be negative. During 
these times, he would also make statements about committing suicide. Lambert would 


occasionally make threats to her by saying if NM him, he would cut her 
from one orifice to the other, so she could never enjoy sex again. 


jz] said given her experiences it was her opinion that if Lambert was having one of 
his tantrums, that it would be difficult if not impossible for someone to reason with him. 


INTERVIEW SUMMARY 


IAB #SH 1110967 


Witness Ha was interviewed because she had contacted Sergeant James Sears, 
Homicide Bureau, after learning about the shooting involving Michael Lambert. Sergeant 
Sears at the time was off of work, as a result of an injury and could not participate in the 
interview. With his permission, the interview was conducted by Sergeants Art Lucas and 
Michael Pippin of Internal Affairs Bureau. The interview was conducted on August 13, 
1997, at 1351 hours at Internal Affairs Bureau. The interview was tape recorded. 


Witness JM stated the following: [MJ was not at the location at the time of the 
shooting, but stated she had been involved in go O CY with Lambert. 

stated she has known Lambert since 1983 when she met him through a fan club and 
became pen pals. Their relationship evolved into a relationship where they began to E 
Approximately three years prior to the shooting, they quit a each other. On the July 
24, 1997, Thursday, Lambert called her and set up a [J for July 25, 1997. During this 
HEB. be had spent the night at [IP residence. On July 26, 1997, they did not see each 
other again after Lambert had left. On July 27, 1997, at approximately 1800 hours, 
Lambert called her. During their conversation, they had made arrangements for another 
HB on the following Friday. 


During the short time period of re-establishing their relationship, he had told her he 
intended to , . B said based on their conversations, it 
appeared to her that Lambert did not have “loving feelings for his |” She said he had 
told her that the only reason he had | | her, was to provide an a last name. 


said she learned about the shooting, when she received a phone call from 
, nine days after the shooting (Tuesday). During their conversation, 
told her that Lambert had threatened to kili her QM). Along with this threat, he also 
told her if he couldn’t have her [IP then no one would. [I said she found this 


statement to a bit confusing, because she did not know why he would make such a 
statement now that they had re-established their relationship. 


HER oii ber on the day of the shooting, she QIN) had asked Lambert to leave 
her residence after she had returned from the store to find that he had been drinking. 


confronted him about his drinking, when they became involved in an argument. 
It was during this argument, that Lambert threatened to kill her and became very 
aggressive to the point he struck and bit her. He also, according to |, held a knife 
to s throat, their a. and also strangled her 


[BEER said she also knew that Lambert had a problem in the past with alcohol to the point 
he became a member of Alcoholics Anonymous. Because of his prior problems with 
alcohol, she had asked him during one of their conversations if he still drank alcohol. 
Lambert told her he was a “social drinker.” [J said during the their conversation on 
July 27, 1997, approximately two hours prior to the shooting, he did not sound as if he 
had been drinking. During this conversation, he sounded happy and based upon some of 
his statements, she believed he wanted to see her that evening but she told him she could 
not because she had already made plans to do something with one of her girl friends. He 
then asked if they could see each other during the week. [J told him it would be 
better if they saw each other on the following Friday, because she had a busy work 
schedule, 


E said during the entire time she knew him, he had never been aggressive towards her 
and described him as being non-violent. Mj described him as having a very unhappy 
childhood and was suicidal on several occasions. She said at one point, he was under the 
care of a therapist who had prescribed some type of medication. She said she was not 
aware of any suicide attempts by Lambert but said he had talked about it. 


said based upon what she knows about him and what was relayed to her by 
|, it was her opinion that Lambert may have been so frightened about going back 
to jail, that he may have caused the deputies to shoot him. During her conversation with 
she aaa agreed that Lambert may have forced the deputies to shoot him 
in order to commit suicide. 


